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Buddhist Council of the Midwest

Women and Engaged Buddhism Award 

Application/Nomination Form

The Buddhist Council of the Midwest will present the 2011 Women and Engaged Buddhism Award at the Buddhist Women’s Conference, held at DePaul University in Chicago, IL, on March 26, 2011 (http://www.dharmawomen.org).  The recipient may be asked to travel to the conference to accept the award and give a talk on her project or Engaged Buddhism.

A $1,000 monetary grant comes with the award and may increase depending on conference attendance and participants’ dana. 

Applications for the 2011 award must be received by February 10, 2011 or e-mail dated before 23:59 USA Central Time on February 10, 2011. Individuals or organizations may submit a form nominating the work of others for recognition.  Application forms are available online or by request to weba@dharmawomen.org .  Notification of the award will be announced on February 15, 2011.

Email application to weba@dharmawomen.org or

post application to: 

Buddhist Council of the Midwest

Women and Engaged Buddhism Award

P.O. Box 5832  

Evanston, IL  60204-5832.

For assistance or questions, please contact the Buddhist Council of the Midwest Awards Committee at weba@dharmawomen.org.
Complete sections A-C.  Section A is information about the contact person filing for an organization, a person making a nomination or an individual applicant.  Section B is information concerning the applicant organization or if the applicant is working under the auspices of an organization on an Engaged Buddhism initiative. Section C is information about the Engaged Buddhism project itself.

Eligibility, rules and criteria for the award are on page five of the application form.

Please type or print responses in English.  Applications in any other language will not be accepted.  Unanswered questions indicate an incomplete application and could make it ineligible; if a question is not applicable, please answer n/a. If additional space is needed, please use a separate sheet and reference your remarks to the question number.   Applicants also may choose to submit an essay explaining their work, attach a copy of the organization’s budget, and/or refer the judges to a website that gives a greater explanation of the project.  If you mail an application to the P.O. Box, please also notify us at weba@dharmawomen.org .  

Section A:  Applicant Information

	A1
	Are you applying as a (check one only):
	□  Lay  Practitioner
	□  Monastic  or                    Ordained
	□    Buddhist Organization
	□   Non-Buddhist Organization

	A2
	Name
	First
	
	 Last
	

	A3
	Mailing Address*
	Street
	
	 City
	

	
	
	State
	
	Postal Code
	
	Country
	

	A4
	Phone
	Country code
	
	Day  
	
	Evening
	

	A5
	Internet
	Email address
	
	Website
	

	A6
	Initiator’s/Applicant’s sangha or Buddhist religious organization of practice.
	Name  

	
	
	Address 

Country

	A7
	To what lineage or Buddhist tradition do you belong?
	□ Theravada    □  Mahayana    □  Vajrayana   □  N/A

Specify:

	A8
	What Buddhist teacher or teachings inspired you to initiate this project?
	

	A9
	How did you find out about the Women and Engaged Buddhism Award (check all that apply):
	□ Postal mailing
	□ e-mail
	□  website 
	□ word of mouth or announcement

	
	
	□ The Buddhist Council of the Midwest or Buddhist Women’s Conference
	□  Sangha

(specify )

	
	
	□ Newspaper/magazine 

(specify):
	□  Other organization

(specify )

	
	
	□ Friend/relative
	□  Other (specify )

	A10
	Participation in the Buddhist Women’s Conference, Chicago, March 26, 2011.
	If you are selected for this award will you or a representative be able to offer a brief talk on your project or Engaged Buddhism at the Conference?
	□  Yes

□  No


A1.  Check the one that best describes who is filing and who will be the recipient for the award, an individual or an organization.

A2.  Fill out this section as the individual applicant and/or the contact person who is filing for an organization.

A3*.  Should you be selected for this award, the check will be made payable to the applicant/organization and presented at the Buddhist Council of the Midwest Buddhist Women’s Conference or sent to this mailing address. 

A5.  The email address you give will use it to communicate your award status.  We also email a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and other information to grantees by email. It is extremely important that you give us a valid email that will neither bounce nor filter emails from weba@dharmawomen.org . Please be sure that you check your email account regularly.

A6,  A7 and A8.  These questions are for background purposes only and to help us to understand the applicants’ relationship to Buddhism and how their lives have been influenced by it.  The Buddhist Council of the Midwest seeks to serve and support all Buddhist traditions and does not give preference or favor one over another.  This award is meant to cultivate initiatives in Engaged Buddhism, to spread awareness of Engaged Buddhism, and to illuminate how Buddhist values and practice inspire social responsibility.

A6.  This information asks for the applicant’s the specific sangha, meditation center, or other Buddhist religious organization of practice.  

A7. Practitioner’s major tradition and lineage.  

Section B:  Not-For-Profit, NGO or Buddhist Organizations

This section asks for information about the NGO or Buddhist organization involved in the Engaged Buddhism project.  The Buddhist Council of the Midwest encourages all individual applicants to partner with an organization that is recognized as 501(c)(3), Not-for-Profit, registered as a Not-for-Profit organization in one of the 50 US states, a Buddhist Organization or Sangha; or foreign NGO, or one that has arranged to received funding though the Tides Foundation or some similar umbrella group that can certify the project as not-for-profit and can transfer funds internationally.

Applicants filing as an individual and who do not have a partner organization

may skip section B and complete only sections A and C.

	BB
	Organization name:
	

	B2
	Type: (You may be asked to submit copies of incorporation papers.)
	a.    501(c)(3)                                                      
	Fed ID Number
	

	
	
	b.    Not-for-Profit registered in a US state
	State
	

	
	
	c.    Working under umbrella of another 501(c)(3)                                                      
	ST ID Number
	
	Date
	

	
	
	d.   Buddhist Organization       

lineage?           
	e.   Non-Buddhist religious organization



	
	
	f.   Non USA based NGO
	Specify

	B3
	Mailing address:


	Street
	
	City
	

	
	
	State
	
	Postal Code 
	
	Country
	

	B4
	Phone
	Country code 
	
	Day
	         
	Evening
	

	B5
	Internet
	Email address
	
	Organiza-tion website
	

	B6
	 Mission Statement (2-3 sentences)
	

	B7


	If you checked B2 d or e for a religious organization, please  provide  details about  lineage,  heritage or tradition of the organization. 
	

	B7
	If you checked B2 a -c for a Not-for -profit, please list your organization’s directors or board of trustees. 
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	B8
	Please list your organization’s officers.
	Pres.
	
	Sec
	

	
	
	V.P.
	
	Tres.
	

	B9
	Are any of the of prospective recipients or beneficiaries of this award on your board of trustees, officers or directors of this organization?
	 No    Yes      If yes, please explain.


B5.  The email address you give will use it to communicate your award status.  We also email a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and other information to grantees by email. It is extremely important that you give us a valid email that will neither bounce nor filter emails from weba@dharmawomen.org . Please be sure that you check your email account regularly.

B7 and B9.  Providing officer and director information is optional at the time of filing; however, the judges may request it during the consideration period, and it is necessary to receive the award.
Section C:  Project Information

This section asks for information related to the Engaged Buddhism project to be supported by this award.  Please fill in all  boxes in the white columns.  If a question is not applicable, please type N/A. 

	C1

(a)


	How does this project qualify as a Women and Engaged Buddhism initiative? (check all that apply)
	a.   The project initiator is a Buddhist woman (or women).

b.   The project is managed or supervised by a Buddhist woman/women.  

c.   The majority of project volunteers or workers are Buddhist women.

d.   The majority of this organization’s members are Buddhist women.

	C1

(b)
	Tell us about the woman/women that play a key role, initiated or inspired this project.

Name:
	

	
	
	First 
	
	Last
	

	C1

(c)
	Volunteers or workers who serve in this project

Names:
	 Women _____%             How many  __________

 Men      _____%              How many  __________

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	C2
	Project duration and location
	How long has it been in progress?  _______

	
	
	When did it start?                                              Where?

	C3
	Who are the beneficiaries of the project?
	

	C4
	Project focus or theme*
	

	C5
	Explain the need for your project. How will your project address this need?  Use data to support your claim that there is an issue to be addressed.*
	

	C6
	Describe why this is Engaged Buddhism or Compassion in Action.  
	

	C7
	Please address how this project or the women who participate are inspired by the practice of  3 or more of these Buddhist values as they apply in an Engaged Buddhist situation*
	Compassion:  

	
	
	Equanimity or Peace:

	
	
	Skillful Means:

	
	
	Generosity:

	
	
	Vigor/Enthusiasm (Action):

	
	
	Morality (Social Justice):

	
	
	Wisdom:

	
	
	Meditation (Mindfulness):

	
	
	Patience:

	C8
	Beyond the award, how you plan to fund this project? 
	


All questions in Section C refer to the details of your Engaged Buddhism project. This section will be reviewed and rated by the dana committee of the BCM Buddhist Women’s Conference.  Please see Eligibility rules on the last page.

C4, C5: Describe the issue that you will address in your Engaged Buddhism project in a few words. Example: hunger, shelter, human trafficking, literacy, disaster relief, climate change, etc.  List public information or statistics that speak to the issue. Demonstrate that there is indeed a need on a practical, conventional level, and that your Engaged Buddhism project will address this need.  If you are using testimonials please list here and attach a copy on a separate page. 

Buddhist Council of the Midwest

Women and Engaged Buddhism Award 

Eligibility, Rules and Criteria

The purpose of the Women and Engaged Buddhism Award of the 

Buddhist Council of the Midwest is to recognize and encourage 

Engaged Buddhism initiatives by women.
These are the guidelines and factors the judges will weigh when considering applications. 

I.   Recipient Eligibility

This award is the Women and Engaged Buddhism Award; therefore the recipients must be Buddhist women or an organization sponsoring a social change project by Buddhist women.
A.
The recipients may be Buddhist Women, Buddhist organizations, or non-Buddhist organizations working with Buddhist women.

1.  An individual Buddhist Woman or Buddhist Women’s Organization.

2. A mixed gender Buddhist Organization in which women play a key role or make up the majority of project participants: a) the initiator is a woman (or women). b) The majority of project volunteers or workers are women. c) The project is managed or supervised by a woman/women.  

3. A non-Buddhist organization with a social change project in which Buddhist women play a key role or make up the majority of participants: a) the initiator is a Buddhist woman (or women). b) The majority of project volunteers or workers are Buddhist women. c) The project is managed or supervised by a Buddhist woman/women.  

B.
The project exemplifies Engaged Buddhism as Compassion in Action.  (Dhamma Moli Example: Building a convent for Buddhist Nuns is dana (generosity), but not Engaged Buddhism.  Building housing for nuns who are actively educating the Nepali population on the ills of human trafficking and shelter for girls at risk of falling prey to human traffickers is doubly exemplary.) 

C.
The Engaged Buddhism project arises out of the recipient’s practice of Buddhism and Buddhist values such as peace, compassion, and the six perfections in an active effort to relieve the suffering of others, that manifests as social amelioration.

D.   The award is given to recognize and encourage initiatives in Engaged Buddhism by women.   The dana grant is intended to nurture young or little known projects that are underway at the time of application.

II. Beneficiaries

The Engaged Buddhist initiative or project is to benefit sentient beings. In addition to addressing human needs or social concerns, beneficiaries of the project may be animals or ecological systems. 

III. Exclusions

The project may include social change and social justice endeavors; however, government officials, political candidates and political parties are excluded from being a) the recipient of the award or b) the beneficiaries of the project. 
IV.  Accountability 

The applicant must provide reasonable forms of transparency and/or accountability to insure that the money will be put to the uses as stated on the application.  

A.
Individuals.

We strongly encourage individuals to partner with not-for profit agencies.  Individual applications must provide proof of one of following:

1. A detailed plan, budget and follow-up accounting with the Buddhist Council of the Midwest Dana Committee as to disposition of the award.

2. If they are working as individuals under the auspices of a Buddhist organization or NGO, such applicants will be considered by the criteria applicable to that organization.  

3. If the individual applicant is a renunciate (ordained priest, nun, novice, or ma chee) living under vinaya, residing alone or in community, and is accountable to a greater Sangha, such applicant will be considered as applying under the auspices of a religious organizations (II.B.3).

B.
Organizations

Must provide proof of one of the following:

1. Recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3), not-for-profit religious organization or charity.      

2. Incorporated as a not-for-profit organization in one of the 50 US states as a religious or charitable organization.

3. A Buddhist religious organization in the USA or abroad.

4. A recognized foreign NGO with accreditation equivalent to 501(c)(3) in its country of origin. 

5. An organization working under the umbrella of a larger USA 501(c)(3) organization that does due diligence such as the Tides Foundation.

V.  Presentation 

The Women and Engaged Buddhism Award is presented by the Buddhist Council of the Midwest at their annual Buddhist Women’s Conference.

A.  The recipient or their representative may be asked to travel to the conference to accept the award and present a talk on their project or Engaged Buddhism.

B.  Council cannot make an award that has not been approved or recommended by that year’s Conference Dana committee.

C.  Conference Dana committee is appointed by the BCM and shall be made up of 3 to 5 people.

D.  The monetary grant presented with the award is $1,000 guaranteed by the BCM and may increase based on the success, attendance and dana of the conference participants.  The grant can never be less than the dana given by the conference participants (less the amount applied to the scholarship programs), in that same conference year.  

VI. Deadlines 

The BCM will begin accepting applications at 12:01 am, January 1, 2011.  The application deadline is midnight February 10, 2011.

Applications for the 2011 award must be received by February 10, 2011.

Applications may be mailed to:
  
Women and Engaged Buddhism Award

     Buddhist Council of the Midwest

     PO Box  5832  

     Evanston, IL  60204 – 5832

Electronic Applications must be E-mail stamped before 23:59 US Central Time on February 10, 2011.

Email to:  weba@dharmawomen.org 
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